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'As committed as I've ever been': APS
superintendent sends letter to staff after
evaluation
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Akron Public Schools Superintendent Christine Fowler Mack is committed to continuing the
work of the school district and its mission despite the board's mixed evaluation of her first
year's performance, she told staff in a letter Wednesday afternoon. 

"Please know that I am as committed as I've ever been to our vision of excellence through
equity, to open and honest communication, to nurturing a collaborative and inclusive work
environment, and to building the Board's and the community’s trust in me, in our work and
in my leadership," Fowler Mack said. 

The letter marks Fowler Mack's first public comments about the board's evaluation, outside
of comments and a response she wrote in the evaluation itself. 

She declined a request for an interview.

Akron Public Schools: Akron City Council debates resolution in support of APS
superintendent following her review

Four board members wrote mostly positive comments in the evaluation, but three, including
board leadership, issued significant concerns, particularly around Fowler Mack's
communication with the board.

Language used by Board President N.J. Akbar, in particular, sparked significant community
reaction after Akbar called Fowler Mack "insubordinate" and her first year "a failure," and
said the relationship between the board and superintendent was "irreparable." His
comments stopped short of calling for her to resign or be fired. 

The evaluation highlighted a deep division within the school board itself and raised questions
about how the board and its superintendent move forward, if they are able to do so. Akbar
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has said the matter would be a continuing conversation between the board and Fowler
Mack. 

In her response in the evaluation, Fowler Mack wrote that she was "committed to working
through, and seeking clarity on" the negative comments. She also noted she has a 32-year
track record "for building bridges and teams around forward-facing goals that continuously
improve service/support to students and staff."

Fowler Mack said she would consider the evaluation in its totality as she worked to move
forward. 

In her letter to staff, Fowler Mack reiterated that commitment to move forward. 

"As I return to the important work we started less than 12 months ago, I remain committed
to our vision; I’m proud of the work we’ve done and the progress we have made together this
year," Fowler Mack said. "And I will continue to listen and learn as I lead."

Fowler Mack said she was concerned about how the news of her evaluation would impact
staff around the district. 

"Although I had already responded to the Board personally, I could not help but wonder how
criticism of my leadership style and approach to our work might impact staff morale, affect
our work, or impede our progress," she said in the letter. "And then I remembered that we
are educators. We are a team — one that is adept at navigating the most difficult waters,
skilled at nurturing relationships and supporting each other, and mindful that we are all
committed, by nature, to learning and growing."

Being an educator is challenging but rewarding work, she said, and no one chooses it because
it is easy. 

"It frustrates us far less often than it brings us joy," she said. "It is selfless in a way that
compels us in the worst of times to keep focused on our vision for the future and what it takes
to get there. 

"Because our goal is the success of the children we serve, it is easy to look beyond ourselves."

Contact education reporter Jennifer Pignolet at jpignolet@thebeaconjournal.com, at 330-
996-3216 or on Twitter @JenPignolet. 
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